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TO. THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


EARL TEMTFLES 


My LoRD, | 


HE ſpirit and. firmneſs: of your. Lordſhip's attachment to 
Mr. Wilkes, the favour and protection with which you 
have publickly honoured and ſupported him, in his hour. 
of diſtreſs, will ſufficiently vindicate the propriety of ad- 

dreſſing this letter to your Lordſhip. Not at preſent only, but in 

all future time, if ever a doubt ſhould ariſe, which I truly hold : 


to be impoſſible, with regard to this gentleman's honour and pro- 


bity, his virtue or religion, his politicks or - patriotiſm ; it will be. 
expected, that your Lordſhip ſhall direct the judgment and opinion 
of the publick. You have declared yourſelf the patron of his 


writings, and the protector of his perſon; nor is it eaſy to pro- 


nounce, whether this declaration does greater honour to the 
author or the patron. But, ſurely, your Lordſhip's entering a 
court of juſtice, to protect him from being oppreſſed by the laws 
of his country, muſt be acknowledged as an inſtance of the dear- 
eſt friendſhip. It muſt convince an unbelieving world of a truth, 
which modern hiſtory ſeems a little inclinable to deny, that great 
men may poſſibly be fincere in their profeſſions of affection and: 
eſteem for each other. | | 


Bur, in what an amiable. light does your Lordſhip's conduct ap- 
ar, when placed in contraſt with the behaviour of all the other: 
Lords of oppoſition? They too had declared themſelves the-patrons - 
| | | oft 
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8 (4) 
of the North-Briton's genius and erudition. They were delighted 


with the wit and pleaſantry, with which he varied this momentous 
truth, That Lord Bute had the misfortune of being bonn on the other 


fide of the Need. His knowledge of the conſtitution, and laws 


of his country; his preciſion in marking the exact boundaries be- 
tween prerogative and privilege ; were objects of their admiration 
and applauſe. Nor did they judge leſs favourably of the polite- 
neſs, and arbauity, or what the Greeks called Atliciſia, of his 
writings. They honoured the zeal and intrepidity, the ſtrength 
of argument and reaſon, with which he vindicated the liberties 
of the people in general, againſt the adminiſtration of a Scorrisn 
favourite, while he boldly aſſerted his 9702 freedom of the preſs. 
They were charmed with that art of diſtinguiſhing, by which he 
ould profeſs to love and honour the aninvie, great, and reſpeftable, 


| *_ » . . LY . | . 
per ſonal qualities of his prince, yet, in clear terms, charge him with 


an INFAMous FALLACY, even in the moſt ſacred office of ſove- 


reiguty, his ſpeech to his people. 


Tary propoſed to end their very iptendid and honourable 


tour of political feaſting, fo pompouſly announced in the news- 


papers, with a dinner at his houſe. But, when the day ap- 
proached, that, in all appearance, was to determine whether he 
was to be for ever either honoured or infamous, a patriot or 
a libeller, they coldly continued to profeſs, in private, all 
poſſible regard for his perſon, but deſired to be excuſed from 
giving any proof of it in publick. They condeſcended to make 
im an apology for their conduct. They alledged, that, as they 
derived their own honours from the crown, they could nut, in ho- 
nour ard their ſenſe of decency, join in any perſonal infalt on the 
ſovereign, who wears it. How nobly ſuperior to theſe trivial regards 
of decency, and a ſeeming ſenſe of duty, has your Lordſhip acted ? 
In truth, their apology is as mean a ſculking behind the throne, as 
if they had adviſed his majeſty, in compaſſion to human kind, and 
the diſtreſſes of his people, to.conclude what Mr. Wilkes calls an 
infamous peace. Why did they not come forth in ſupport of the 
dignity of the crown, and give ſome publick proof of their deteſta- 
tion, if ſuch indeed was their opinion, of the outrage offered to it? 
= 1 1 con- 


* 


65) 


I coxrzss, my Lord, that the latter part of this laſt paragraph 


may ſeem to wander a little from the particular intention of this 
letter. Yet, under the ſanction of your name, and even in perſo- 

nal application of my. ſentiments to your Lordſhip, I will preſume 
to give my opinion of the conduct of the noble dukes, earls, lords, 
in the oppoſition. I have been taught, my Lord, from my youth 
upward, to bear a ſacred reverence to what are uſually called GRRAT 
Mzw, of all parties and denominations. This almoſt inſtinct of 
my youth has been confirmed by the experience of my age. I bend 
my knee to a biſhop with the ſame inward reſpect that I take off 
my hat to a man of quality. I ſtand in awe before them, as before 
beings of a ſuperior order, of more than human intelligence, 
wiſdom, and virtue. Could I, therefore, without the laſt inde- 
cency, paſs over with only one caſual mention of them, ſo many 


moſt noble, mighty, putſſant, and illuſtrious perſonages? Theſe are 


their titles; in one inſtance, moſt laudably obtained by the hair- 
brained riots of youth; in another, they deſcend, by purity of 
blood, from the chaſtity of a king's miſtreſs. The other title, 
that of Right Honourable, which I think they all aſſume, is rather 
held by the courteſy of their country. For, ſurely, the man who 
receives it, upon a promiſe of ſupporting his majeſty's adminiftra- 


tion, ſhould, in honour, refign it, when his conſcience diſlikes the 


employment he then accepted, or his merit and abilities entitle 
him to a better. 


UNEQUAL to the taſk of praiſe and panegyrick, I gladly quit 
the ſubject of their Lordſhips virtue, wiſdom, loyalty, with a thou- 


ſand et cœteras, merely to obſerve, that they have founded their ſo- 


city upon the two beſt human pillars, (I mean thoſe of eating and 
drinking) and moſt likely to ſupport the immortality of oppoſition. 
J have endeavoured to find, but without ſucceſs, from whence 
they took the hint of this moſt excellent inſtitution. Tacitus tells 
us, that the Germans planned all their moſt important enterprizes 
when they were drunk ; and, conſequently, incapable of diſguiſe ; 
deliberant dum fingere neſciunt. The North-American Savages pro- 
claim war, by hanging on the war-kettle to boil the priſoners they 
are to take in battle. The 1 make a feaſt of their own, 
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and the royal wardrobe, that they may be under a neceſſity of dreſſ- 
ing, and making themſelves fine, at the expence of their enemies. 
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Il.) ux firſt of theſe cuſtoms has an honeſt, genuine ſimplicity in 
| tit, well worthy of their Lordſhips imitation. The other two they 
might have conſidered as incitements to valour, and the glory, the 
dulce et decorum, of dying for our country. But, whether they 
| | founded their inſtitution upon any of theſe cuſtoms, your Lordſhip 
BY 5 will inform the publick, when you enter upon your office of hiſto- 
* triographer to the ſociety, to which, as we are told, Mr. Wilkes 4 
= zs to be ſeeretary. You are to make anecdotes of integrity, honour, 
patriotiſm, Sc. and he is to publiſh them in the North-Briton. 
Happy employments! that prove how equally dear you are to the 
1 ſociety, how inſeparably united in your own mutual affection and 
1 . eſteem for each other. How glorious that employment, which re- 
1 cords the actions, the ſentiments, the ſpeeches, of ſo many illuſtri- 
5 ous perſonages? How delightſome muſt it be, how profitable 
= and inſtructive, to hear the grave and ancient father of the law, 
| | upon the foundation of a luxurious dinner, preciſely marking the 
bounds of prerogative, and extending the liberty of the ſubject be- 0 
yond all limits; now, learnedly reconciling a duteous obedience 


"Y de we dl 
« 


- 
—— ——— — —— — 
2 —— = 


. to the crown, with a legal oppoſition to its miniſters; then pro- 
| foundly demonſtrating, that ariſtocracy is the prevailing, actuating 
1 principle of our conſtitution, and that the families of Vork, New 
1 caſtle, and Devonſhire, have a right to 6U1DE our future repub- 
| lick. a} 5 | 

i 4 TrArT eloquence too, which, I know not how often, hath, in 


the ſobriety of the morning, ſhaken the paſſions of its audience, 
even in ſpite of their underſtanding, what wonders 1s it not capable 
of performing, when animated and inſpired. by another bottle ? 
Fæcundi calices quem non fecere diſertum? What an addition to 
this power of miracles, that the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
hearers are agitated by the ſame inſpiration ? Some objections I 
1 can allow to the divinity of this inſpiration ; the Biſhop of Glouceſ- 
| cer ſays grace to the dinner, and Humphrey Coates is the wine- 
[ merchant. - 

| 5 Ne = My 
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My Lord, I can wear this maſk of falſhood and folly no longer. 
I look back with equal ſhame and grief on the licentiouſneſs of 
this laſt paragraph. With equal indignation behold, that I can, 
with impunity, revile and calumniate a ſet of gentlemen, as reſpec- 
table, in general, as any other in the kingdom. Such is the pre- 
ſent liberty of the preſs, under your Lordſhip's patronage and pro- 
| tection. I too will appeal to the good ſenſe and cangour of our 

ople. Is there a character of eminence and diſtinction, on 
either ſide of our unhappy diſputes in politicks, that has not 
been treated with the virulence of obloquy and ſlander? Hiacos 
intra muros peccatur et extra. I have mentioned, perhaps, with 
too much levity, the cuſtoms of Savages in their declarations of 
war: But, in very fact, has not our political warfare been main- 
tained as if upon the plan of Savages, who imagine, when they 
kill an enemy, that they ſhall inherit his virtues, and his victories? 

How has Bute's adminiſtration, in general, been vindicated | 
and defended? By a perſonal abuſe of almoſt all the characters in 
the oppolition. How has Mr. Pitt's continental war, and his gaudy 
expeditions to the Toaſt of France, and his important conqueſt. of 
Belleiſle, been juſtified, except by his own eloquence, and the | 
North-Briton's proving Lord Bute a Scotſman? Let the Teſt an 
Conteſt reſt in oblivion ; but, may I not be permitted to aſk, Is 
there a ſingle perſon, who has held any confiderable employment 
in the ſtate, amidſt the late too frequent changes in our adminiſtra. 
tions, indeed for ſome years paſt, who has not been the ſubject of the 
Monitor's dulneſs and malignity ? Yet the Monitor, when compar- 
ed with the North-Briton, ſeems to have as little intention, as capa- 
city to do miſchief. Nor age, nor infancy, nor the ſex, whoſe 
weakneſs is its ſecurity, even in the wars of Barbarians, have eſ- 
caped the fury of this outrageous ſcribler. When I ſpeak of the 
ſex, I mean the violation of their good fame, and the reputation 
of their chaſtity, Such is this writer in his rage of patriotiſm. 
ſuch his defence of the liberties of his country, 


YET this writer has your Lordſhips thought it not diſhonourable 
to patronize, and protect. You have entered into his council of 
ſafety, with Beardmore, and Coates, and Churchill. The morn- 


tn) 
ing of his trial, you walked in Weſtminſter-Hall with familiar 
arm in arm, with Humphrey Coates, that poiſoner of the late 


King's wine-cellars. Oh, honourable companion for a ſtar and 
garter! When the Lord Chief Juſtice, with clear unheſitating in- 


_tegrity, had determined the /egality of the warrant, upon which Mr. 


Wilkes had been committed, and yet, in ſceming contradiction, Je- 
gall diſcharged him from that confinement, to which he had been 
legally committed; when his Lordſhip had declared, that the pri- 
vileges of a member of parliament, privileges yet undefined, pero 
haps, in their owa nature, undefinable, and never to be defined 
with ſafety to the conſtitution ; when he declared they were a part 
of the laws and conſtitution of theſe kingdoms ; when, in pur- 
ſuance of this clear and impartial ſentence, the priſoner was diſ- 
charged, your Lordſhip waited on him to his houſe. When he 
n expoſed himſelf, at his window, to the acclamations of 

e mob, he was ſupported on either ſide by your Lordſhip and 


that wine-daſher, Humphrey Coates. Are theſe the ſupporters, theſe 


the defenders, a Temple, an Humphrey Coates, and a Wilkes, of 
that conſtitution, which has been the glory, the happineſs, of a 
free people; the envy, and the deſpair, of the nations round us? 


Mx Losv, I am not ignorant of the foundations upon which 
our ideas of friendſhip, as it is politely called, are generally form- 
ed. A looſe connection of jollity and wine, of thoſe conſtitutional 
indulgences, which, in our good breeding, we call Pleaſures, and the 
vulgar more honeſtly call Vices. —— Theſe are as much the prin- 
ciples of friendſhip among mankind in general, as, in particular, 
the gaming at Arthur's, the riots in Covent-Garden, or the Virtue 
of the lately founded inſtitution at Almack's. I will not ſay, with 
the ludicrous of Falſtaff, that friendſhip uſually ariſes between any 
two great perſons, as between the prince and Poines, becauſe their 
legs were both of a thickneſs; but I may venture to aſſert, that 
half the friendſhips of the world are founded upon ſentiments of 
nothing more than a certain familiar inſignificance of behaviour, 
unreſtrained by any awe, either of eſteem or ſuperior abilities. But 
they rife from this trivial inſignificance; they endeavour to corrupt 
the minds of the people; to alienate their affections from govern- 
ment; to inflame their paſſions, and impoſe upon their 3 | 
| en 


(3 
Then does a Catiline and his affociates quaff the bowl of human 
blood to the deſtruction of their country. Such friendſhips, ab- 
horred and execrable, -are honoured with the title of Ambition. 
But ſurely the deſperate projects of Mr. Wilkes his rhined fortunes 


have as little right to this title, as your Lordſhip's abilities. Am- 


bition, conſidered as a paſſion, is the nobleſt that ever nature im- 
planted in the heart of Man. It is a deſire of power, with an in- 
tention of uſing it for the happineſs of human kind. Even when 
depraved to the deteſtable and execrable deſign of enſlaving our 
fellow creatures, even then it uſt be made g ſterner fluff; than Earl 
Temple's flimzy compoſition. But whether Mr. Wilkes has made 
your Lordſhip the tool of his deſperate fortune, or your ſomething- 
like ambition has made him the inſtrument. of its whimſical pro- 
jects, I will acquit your Lordſhip of any attachment to him, that 
can deſerve the name of Friendſhip. - It is really difficult to con- 
cCeive, how your Lordſhip could have entered into any degree of 


intimacy with a man of his abandoned, profligate character; a man, 
whoſe common converſation is blaſphemy and baudry; whoſe 


ableſt talents, as a writer, are thoſe of calumny and defamation, 


varied by the petulance of ſomething like wit, and every the vilelt 


| ſpecies of ribaldry and buffoonery. 


My LorD, I would not willingly diſturb the aſhes of the dead; 
even of thoſe who are buried where three roads - meet, If I do 


not acknowledge the dignity of birth, in its deſcent from a king's 
' miſtreſs, I ſurely do not mean to impute to Mr. Wilkes the infamy or 
iniquity of his anceſtors. The faith of hiſtory, however, muſt aſſert 
the fact, that his father had amaſſed a conſiderable fortune, which 
his ſon ſoon ſquandered away in the lewdeſt exceſſes of riot and 


diſſipatien. The father had amaſſed this fortune by exerciſing a a 


trade equally deſtructive of the health, induſtry, and morals of our 
people. A diſtiller, ſays Mr Johnſon, is one who makes and ſells per- 
nicious and inflammatory ſpirits. Provoked by this juſt and honeſt 
definition, Mr. Wilkes, in hand bills; as at preſent, which he him- 
ſelf diſperſed, very liberally abuſed that moſt valuable work, the 
ENnGLIsH DICTIONARY, upon its firſt appearance, and hath ever 


fince honoured the author with his attention. Perhaps there was 
ſomething prophetic of the virtues of the ſon in this definition of 
| 8 ? | the 
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dender of pernicious and inflammatory ſpirits. . 


|. SR -  PzxuArs, my Lord, one very fingular event in this gentleman's 
[| life, though itſelf moſt unaccountable, may yet account for your 
Lordſhip's very extraordinary friendſhip towards him. It happen- 
ed in the courſe of his amours — Oh! Nature, didſt thou in- 
tend him for amorous diſportings ! but it happened, that a wo- 
man of confiderable fortune, whether in ſome fond whim, or, R 
without rudeneſs to the ſex, in the irregularity of ſome female 
appetite, like poor Deſdemona, fell violently in love with what ſbe 
feared to hok on. Whether he wooed her, as Iago tells us, Othel- 
bs Jo courted his miſtreſs, by &ragging, and telling 2 fentaſtical lies, 
your Lordſhip, the confident of his amours, alone is able to in- 
form us. She married him. He ſeized upon her fortune, and 
4 7” it in exceſſes, in which a modeſt woman could have no 
hare, Your Lordſhip very ee aſks, **What right had ſhe 
to complain? Did he not ſpend her fortune and his own in the 
.» < fame manner?” 1 confeſs, my Lord, I did not foreſee the force of 
mis ohjection. But he appoints her a- ſeparate maintenance. 
He again grows needy and neceſſitous. He makes uſe of all the 
_ cruel authority of an huſband, to compel her to reſign the wretched 
pittance he had appointed for her ſubfiſtance. He inſults the juſtice 
of his country, by ſoliciting a power to ſeize her perſon. The 
judge, humane and upright, rebukes him for the horrors of ſuch 
1 and from Mace his avowed and open enmity to Lord 
eld. | | 


I Am not, my Lord, a colleQor of villainous anecdotes for the 
ſcandalous chronicle ; I would not ſearch into priſons and bro- 
thels for proofs of the depravity of human nature. I would not 
be an hiſtorian in the ſeſſions- paper, for more than the Lord Mayor 
receives for licenſing that infamous and impious collection of all 
the crimes, and worſe: than crimes, which an human creature is 

+ Capable of committing. Why then am I engaged in the jails, the 
brothels, the ſeſſions- paper of a corrupted heart? For this plain, 
fimple reaſon, to convince your Lordſhip, and, if poſſible, oblige 
you to confeſs, that the man who has violated every ſocial, 5 

| __ meſticz 


meſtic, private duty, can never be ſincere in his pro 


ard to the publick. I know, my Lord, the quarrels and ͤ 
dictions in the human heart. I have ſeen the meaneſt and RIS 
a 


proudeſt of our paſſions, avarice and ambition, dwell together in 


the fame boſom. I have ſeen all the moſt endearing affections of 


private life, without one atom of public worth. But amidſt ſuch 
a total abhorrence of every kind and ſpecies of virtue in this man's 
character, ſhall I honour him for the nobleſt of all human virtues, 
the love of our country? Shall I give my conſent, that this man 
| ſhall correct or amend the conſtitution, according to his good plea- 
ſure ? Shall we appoint his integrity to iſſue out the publick trea- 


ſures, or ſhall his ſpirit of diſſipation be our œconomiſt? With all 


his veneration for a king, moſt amiable and excellent, could we 
behold him, without alarm, the guardian of his Majeſty's ſacred per- 
ſon ? God forbid! In far other inſtances, would you, my Lord, 
I aſk the queſtion clearly, would you intruſt him with the receipt 
and ==2nagement-of your eftate ? Yun cannot belp expreſſing the con- 
cern you feel in the loſs of an officer, by his. deportment in tonima: 

endeared to the whole corps v. Without preſuming to queſtion your 


Lordſhip's {kill in the deportment of an officer, permit me to aſk, 
after having fairly computed the medium between this Offizer's duel 


with -Lord Talbot, and his taking a beating at Berwick, with the 
temper of a Bobadil, from Six Joun DRLAvAT, would you ac- 
cept him as a ſecond in an affair of honour * This colonel of 6 
amiable a corps, this endearing repreſentative of its lovelineſs and 
beauty? I am ignorant, My Lord, in military terms. I confeſs, I 
do not underſtand what the colonel -means by an amiable corps: 
There was one indeed in the Grecian hiftory, The Band of Lovers ; 
of whom Philip faid, © Accurſed be the wretch, who can ſuſpect 
« theſe men of any thing unlovely.” e 


Bor why ſhould this man be thus openly protected, at every 
expence of money and reputation; at every hazard of allegiance 
and loyalty? What abilities, what virtue, what reputation, what 
weight of property, can he boaſt, that can entitle him to your 
Lordſhip's protection, againſt the juſtice of his country? I ſpeak 
not at preſent of his libel in the North Briton; but if there are 
® Vid, Eazl Temple's Letter to John Wilkes Eg. | 1 
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any forms, or duties, or decencies, to be paid to magiſtracy; any 

reſpect to perſons, or ſtation, or rank among men; any reverence 

to government and the conſtitution, ſurely Mr. Wilkes has violated 

them all by the letter know not any epithet for it — which he 

wrote to the ſecretaries of ſtate. Still does he claim, and ſtill enjoy 

your Lord ſhip's protection? Has he then been entruſted with ſe- 

crets, for ſo it is rumoured, which it may be dangerous to reveal? 

Could your Lordſhip, and the party, have been thus exceſſively im- 

prudent? Yet what other probable account can be given of your | ; 
conduct towards him? What conſequences may you not juſtly ' | 
apprehend? Nor obligations, nor promiſes, nor oaths can bind the 

conſcience of a bad man, or ſupport his courage under the terrors 

of Juſtice. That Femmy Taitcher, therefore, ſhould impeach, I own, 

will not much amaze me. But Mr. Wilkes has been ſuperior to every 

temptation of corruption. He will ſhow himſelf ſuperior both to cor- 

ruption and perſecution :. The gentleman has been often called 

upon to give proof of this incorruptible integrity, but be has hem =. 
robbed of his papers. Let him therefore name any ane man of pro- | | 
bity and honour, or will your Lordſhip, his univerſal patron, be | 
witneſs for him, that Lord Bute attempted in any form or manner 
to corrupt his purity? This challenge may be 1-2 boldly penned, | 
even for the courage of Mr. Wilkes, Ee will not aſſert the per- 
ſonal app arance of the noble Lord in ſuch a ſcandalous treaty. It 
could hardly be believed, even upon his own veracity, that Lord 
Bute ſhould commit his reputation to the truſt and confidence of a 
man, whoſe viſits of civility and offers of ſervice he had refuſed 
with contempt, when this man was leſs notor;ouſly infamous, 
Well then, let either your Lordſhip or Mr. Wilkes point out any 
one man of probity to the publick, who will acknowledge, that he 
was empowered, authorized, appointed by Lord Bute, to propoſe 
any ſuppoſed terms of corruption to Mr. Wilkes, and the debate is 
ended. If not, let this one falſchood more be added, no very 
conſiderable addition, to the lies of his life, and to the honour of 
your Lordſhip's patronage and protection. 4 

ga Aire. lam, Mr Lonp, &c. 
* Vid. Mr, Wilkes's ſpeech. 4 8 9 
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1 upon the Libel, the legality of the commitment, and the diſcharge, 85 
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